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Minister’s Message
--Rev. Maggie Watts-Hammond
A friend of mine sings in choir which offers noon-time concerts in the mall near his work at Christmas.  A few years ago, Fred was singing out loudly from the midst of the tenor section, when he heard a very loud, off-key, soprano voice singing next to him.  Looking down, he saw a small boy standing at his feet, singing out as loud as he could “Hark the herald angels sing, glory to the newborn king!”  The boy was only about kindergarten age – 5 or 6 years old.“Every Knee Shall Bow”
--Gaye Francis Willard

[image: C:\Documents and Settings\New\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\Joel Ballard.jpg]Scanning the audience, Fred could see two anxious parents, searching the crowd for their son.  He couldn’t get their attention, but catching his wife’s eye he pointed down and then to the parents.  She made her way through the crowd and turned the parents so they could see their son – singing his heart out “Christ by highest heaven adored, Christ the everlasting lord!”  The tenors opened their ranks, the sopranos made a little space so he could see and be seen.  The boy didn’t really know the lyrics, but  the conductor started to mouth the words so the boy could sing along too.
When the song was over and the parents rushed forward to collect their son, the boy kept exclaiming – “I sang with the men.  I was in the choir too.  I can too sing.” The parents may not always remember that moment as a gift, but the choir does.  They were  part of something so compelling, the child could not resist but join in.  And in their making room for him, a space was made for them in part of a much greater Christmas story.  Perhaps the beginning of a lifelong love a music, a great vocation, or something smaller, simpler that stays in the heart of a child.
A simple song, a joyful child, an imperceptible shift to let the child in, and for a moment the world changed just enough for a space of grace.  Just a little shift.  Just a little voice.  Just a little off key.
May someone make such space for you this season.  May your heart shift to make such room for others. 


EVENTS - UPCOMING & PAST 

Christmas For A Cause
is a Christmas benefit concert that raises  funds and awareness for homelessness
in Vancouver. 
Tues. Dec. 20th @ 8 pm
here in our Sanctuary.
Suggested donation $10,
but anything you can give is welcome
ALL proceeds split equally between
First United Church & Union Gospel Mission
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\New\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\Ken and Singers.jpg]Christmas for a Cause is now into its fifth year and over the past four years has raised more than $7,000. CFC is performed by a talented group of local, young adults between the ages of 17-25. The cast features: Amanda Assalone, Jianna & Joel Ballard, Becky Broser, Carlos  
Rodriguez, & Tamara Vishniakoff.
At CFC you can expect some old, familiar classic tunes, as well as some that you may never have heard before. 
It is an evening of song, dance, laughter, and maybe even a couple of tears. Some of the featured songs include: O Come All Ye Faithful, I Saw Three Ships, and Another Rock 'n' Roll Christmas. 
We hope you will choose to spend your evening with us and help give back to those less fortunate at Christmas time.


FIRST UNITED FUNDRAISER
Thur., Dec. 30, 3-6pm
Join us downstairs to help First United Mission start the year off with food in their food bank, and a supply of other necessary items for distribution to those 
in need on the downtown eastside.
There will be awesome games ($1/try) 
and prizes, and even a cake walk!  
Please bring 2 (or more) non-perishable food items, OR one item (or more) of new or gently used warm winter clothing  
OR toiletries to donate at the door. 
There will be festive drinks and food for you to enjoy! Bring your friends and family for a convivial time, and help us make a difference!


CAROLS & CHOCOLATE – Dec. 10th
People gathered in the sanctuary to sing carols, make decorations and share hot chocolate.

Ken Hutchison-Surette led the music and not only got us going with carols, but also shared some of the Christmas music that’s just for fun, including an impromptu rendition of “Santa Baby”. 
Many thanks to Stacey Fernandez who provided wonderful crafts and decorations.  Check out the tree in the sanctuary to see them. 

Also thanks to all those who made cookies, Nanaimo bars, squares and bars and loaves, and to Dave, Lillian and Cynthia who made chocolate and organized drinks – a small feast filled with conversation and good cheer.  
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More Carols & Chocolate……..
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MARKET SQUARE – Nov. 26, 2011
This event was a great success despite rainy weather and Grey Cup celebra-tions. 
Many people were responsible for the success:  those who planned and organized, those who stood behind the booths on the long day of the sale and especially those who came with their friends and enjoyed the day of shopping and fellowship. Following is the list of earnings:
Baking	$ 289.50
Bottle Draw	108.50
Candy	837.00
Handicraft	62.00
Jewelry	607.10
Kitchen	505.00
Raffles (2)	194.00
Silent Auction	773.00
Total thus far	$ 3,376.10


Silent Auction pictures…..
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BOARD CHAIRPERSON
--Tom Holmes

To reflect on our past year. we may feel truly blessed for a busy but eventful year for us at OUC. We must give thanks to all who lead, and we start with our minister, the ever-enthusiastic Rev. Maggie Watts-Hammond. Thanks, Maggie, for all you do for us. 

There are many that deserve our thanks:  those who head up committees and show special leadership, and to the many volunteers such as those who give of their time to the successful Thrift Shop headed by Cheryl Entwistle, and I would be remiss if I did not mention the UCW--that special group of devoted ladies with whom we could not do without.

Thank you to our special staff who are always there when needed from the maintenance of the building to the wonderful music that we enjoy each and every worship day.

We were deeply saddened by the loss of a special volunteer in the passing of John Pratt this past year. John gave so much of his time, and cared so much for these premises. He is deeply missed by all.

As we look forward to 2012 we shall be establishing our committees once again to carry out our church duties and welcome anyone  who would be proud to be part of the ever-so-important decisions of the church Board.  We are extremely fortunate to be part of a caring Oakridge United congregation. Thanks be to God.



FINANCIAL REPORTS
--Doug Golding, Treasurer
	Nov. 30/11	   Y-T-D
Contributions	$ 8,276	$  75,772
Thrift Shop	   2,293	    24,654
Use of Facilities	   8,562	    91,661
   Total Income	 19,131	  192,087
Less Expenses	 16,650	  191,864
  Excess Income	
   over Expenses	   $ 2,481	  $     223
Mission & Service Fund (M&S)
Total to Oct. 31/11		$ 6,638.10
Nov. contribution		      650.00
Total to Date		$ 7,288.10
First United Church
Total to October 30, 2011	$ 555
November Contribution		     40
Total to Date			$ 595


MUSIC MINISTRY
--Madelene Klassen
Sing we now of Christmas! 2011
Imagine Advent and Christmas without music about the story of Jesus. What story would you think about? What would you sing? What music would you listen to? Would there be a prophet on the barren plain to guide us to Messiah? Would there be joy, peace, hope, love?
 
In ancient times when the wind alone was the music, human song imitated the wind, giving us songs such as “O come, O come Emmanuel”, “Of the Father’s love begotten”, “Prepare the way of the Lord”, and “To a maid whose name was Mary”. Through time we have gained musical instruments, changes in minor and major music modes discussed as early as the Greek scholars. What we sing has been gathered together over the years to enrich us with melodies and poetry that tells the Scripture story of Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection. So many carols and songs of this season of Advent and Christmas wrap the Christian story into one story.
 
Enjoy this Advent and Christmas, as we sing of the voice in the wilderness who promised us that once in royal David’s city an Infant Holy would come to us on a midnight clear, sung to us by angels from the realms of glory, that hope is a star and the desert shall blossom. We sing because throughout our life the story of Jesus’ life guides all we do. Blessings on all this Christmas.


PROPERTY
--Sheila Gordon, Chairperson
As our church is getting older, we need to replace certain items and I am so pleased to have Anil Richards, Dave Autin, Roy Teather, and Ken Fesenmaier to give advice. Also, Doug Golding has helped paint cupboards etc. and gives his advice. 

When it rains, water has to be mopped up near the lounge and this will have to be sorted out in the new year. Mean-while, Ken and his sons Duncan and Connor, have offered their help to mop if this should happen on Sunday mornings. Thank you. 

There will also be some new wiring required to replace old wiring and lamps near stairs, and a bell at the handi-capped door.

Merry Christmas to all.


THRIFT SHOP
--Thrift Shop Committee
Christmas Season In the Thrift Shop
Successful Fall Thrift Shop Event:
The annual fall sale, “The Autumn Bonanza” was held Sep. 11th. The usual tables of treasure/collectibles, delicious home baking, crafts, jewellery, new items, and racks of boutique clothing for all ages and stages were the attractions for the day. Profits from the sale were most acceptable and appreciated by all. The sale of jams, jellies, and relishes were a big hit. With the help of the members of the congregation, we dazzled our customers with the fruits of the land.
Winter is Upon Us:
As winter raises its ugly head here in Vancouver, the volunteers have made every effort to locate appropriate winter attire to meet the needs of our customers. Warm clothes of all kinds fill the racks awaiting those shoppers looking for adult and/or children's items. Coats, jackets, touques, mitts and boots are readily available in all sizes, shapes 
and colours.
Christmas Preparations:
Volunteers have worked hard over the fall months gathering, sorting, pricing and placing a variety of small and large items for the upcoming Christmas sales. Items such as fully decorated Christmas trees, seasonal wreaths, home décor-ations, gift wrapping supplies, and holiday supplies fill the shelves.
Check out the boutique clothing racks as they are now loaded with festive seasonal clothing...... first come, first 
served!!!
Call for Volunteers:
Do you have any free time to work as a volunteer in the Thrift Shop? We need help to sort donations, price sale items, iron clothing and fill/tidy shelves with treasured items.


Reminder of work bees:
Tuesdays 	 9 to 12:30 
Fridays 	9 to 12:30
Saturdays	9 to 1pm
Winter is here and we could sure use some help.

Rags for Sale:
Do you have friends that need rags for a wide variety of tasks i.e. painting, automobile maintenance and repairs, furniture refinishing, etc? The Thrift Shop 
sells large, black bags of rags as follows:
· - Cut and folded rags $10 per bag
· - Uncut rags $7 per bag.
Thanks for your help:
A million thanks to all those who come regularly to help support the mission of the Thrift Shop. For this reason, profits have increased over the past three months and we are determined to continue to do better. With your help in 2012, we can look forward to another successful year. May you all have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Reminder:  Jan. 26th marks the beginning of our  6th year of business.



UNITED CHURCH WOMEN (UCW)	
--Effie Abrahamson, Liaison

Our season has ended now and we have enjoyed a good year. Georgettes met for their Christmas luncheon and happy fellowship time together. The Omega unit met for their pot luck Christmas luncheon on the 8th, in the lounge, and also enjoyed a special time together.

Handicraft met at the Senior’s Centre in Oakridge for their Christmas luncheon on Dec. 6th. It was a birthday cake celebra-tion day as well, with many treats and 
jingle bells supplied by the ladies.
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Now it is “rest “ time—we will be busy in the new year with our plans for events and meetings.
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Please save your cards and 
stamped envelopes for us over
the holiday. We will continue 
making cards and gift enclosure packs in the new year.

In lieu of a church Christmas card this year we suggest you support our Mission and Service Fund in your own special way and greet each other on Sun., Dec. 25th at church.

We are grateful to the congregation for helping in many ways.

UCW at Oakridge wishes everyone a happy, peaceful holiday, with a happy, healthy New Year to follow.
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WORSHIP & CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
--Mindy Lane, Co-Chair &
--Dorothy Briggs, Co-Chair
WORSHIP
Christmas services:
Dec. 24	7:00	Christmas Eve 
--Our choir and trumpeter will enhance our Christmas worship.
	 8:00	Communion
 – a short communion service will follow.
Dec. 25	9:30	Carol Service

New Year’s services:
Jan. 1	9:30	 New Year’s Day
Epiphany Sunday
--The coming of the 3 Wise Men
Jan. 8	9:30	Communion 
SPIRITUAL NURTURE
Bible Study - Celebrating 400 years of the King James Bible we were led by Rev. Maggie in the study of who King James VI was and how this bible was created—the political and social climate of the time and the people involved in the writing of it. Videos of King James’ life from his birth onwards were useful and enjoyable. Following that we’ve been studying the Old Testament Kings and Prophets and hope to resume in January. We have a good group with lively discussions and all are welcome.

Sunday bible study continues in the library following the service with Rev. Roy Stark leading.

We continue to visit the shut-ins and keep in touch by phone calls and cards.

We keep in our prayers June Newton who is awaiting hip surgery after a fall.
Messy Church - The first Messy Church event was held on Nov. 19th – with a fabulous spaghetti dinner provided by Christine Briggs.  Sukhvinder Kaur came and spoke about the Sikh tradition of Lungar – feeding the people and stayed to share ideas on cultural and interfaith events.  Maggie and the children made muffins to feed the hungry at Grace United’s Tuesday breakfast program – and a good time was had by all.  We look forward to the next event in January!

Membership/Confirmation Group - We are looking forward to sharing a confirmation group with St. Stephen’s and Wilson Heights.  Great things are planned including some out-trips, music and speakers.  Beginning in Lent, this program is open to youth age 13 and over.

Grannies in Africa - This past year the Sunday School has sold soup, cookies and flowers in their efforts to make money for The Stephen Lewis found-ation’s charity, Grandmothers for Grandmothers. They have raised more than $200. The children learned a little of what life is like in Africa for some children and hopefully through that knowledge, appreciate what they have here. 


 OBSERVER MAGAZINE
--Dorothy Briggs

We have 23 subscribers this year. The magazine can be ordered at any time by me at a cost of $20 group rate or $25 single.



BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
This group usually meets on the first Monday of the month. If any of the upcoming selections interest you we would be delighted to have you join us, whether you have had time to read the book or not. For details please contact Pat Pratt at 604-526-0944:
· Jan – Water for Elephants, Sarra Gruen
· Feb – Postmistress, Sarah Blake
· Mar – The Bishop’s Man, L. McIntyre



OUT & ABOUT
Joyous news at long last. Nenita’s husband and daughter had their immigration papers approved and have now joined her in Vancouver. We welcome them to  Oakridge United, and wish them well in their job hunting.
Matthew Neumann was Oakridge’s representative at the annual  Evolve youth and young adult conference which was hosted by Highlands United in North Van. Nov. 10-13th. 

Shirley Sharf got back a week ago from a holiday on The Big Island of Hawaii with her son, daughter-in-law and grand daughter. 

Cheryl Entwistle returned from her month in Palm Springs just in time for the busy Christmas sale period in the Thrift Shop.

We also welcome back Grant and Janice Douglas from their month in Mexico.


Sharon Morrow’s still talking (to anyone who’ll still listen) about the wonderful five days she had in Los Angeles at the beginning of October visiting museums and art galleries, beautiful gardens and enjoying a concert and operas in the evening. She found out that Los Angeles has much more to offer than Disneyland and Universal Studios!

Later that month she spent two weeks revisiting Hong Kong for the first time in 15 years, taking in the many changes that have occurred during that time, but also enjoying some of the things that have remained the same.

[image: C:\Documents and Settings\New\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\8ACU300X\MC900016035[1].wmf]Effie and Dick Abrahamson were pleased to welcome a second great grandchild on Nov. 23rd. Alyssa Jordan will be a sister for Brayden.







[bookmark: _GoBack]




-----------------------------------------------------------
Newsletter Team: 
Jean Bartlett, Dorothy Briggs, Joyce Livingston, Sharon Morrow, Pat Pratt, Diane Wyllychuk
---------------------------------------------------------------
Church Email Addresses:
minister@oakridgeunited.org
office@oakridgeunited.org
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